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Memories of the 1925 Tornado

Mary Aline Runyon Mcintire, who was 11 years old at the time
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TRI-STATE TORNADO

(Continzed from oiNer sl

Heavy rains caused the Wabash
River to flood, and by March 23,

1925 the only way to reach Griffin
was by boat or railroad. Within
weeks, Griffin was slowly being

rebuilt. After a year, much of the

town was rebullt, including a
schoolhouse, one church, and a
grain elevator. This tornado is
still rated the deadliest in U.S.
weather history.
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west, child that | was, | knew nothing
of those things and they didn’t think

~to explain that this wasn’t storm
winds.

The next morning Dad took the team
and wagon to see if he could help

2 Delashmit’s could salvage up north of
town to Fifer’s (Mrs. D’s sister). Then

9 he helped anyone he could for some

weeks until he had to start farming.
| Mom and | helped Aunt Cynthia and
Uncle Lafe Rachels, and | crawled

Mary Aline Runyon Mcintire, who was 11 years old at the time —
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Nestor family in the ruins of their home in
Griffin, Ind., after the tornado on March 18,
1925. Courier & Press archives

Many stories were told, as something
memorable happened to each one involved
in it. Many people in the restaurant went
thru into the basement and were trapped in
the bricks and other debris. Slim Combs,
our teacher’s brother begged the people
who poured on water, hoping to put out the
fire, to quit as it made so much steam and
they were worse off. Our classmate, George

= Fredrick Kokomoor, his mother and sister,
4 Mary Lou, were trapped, too. He told his

mother he could see some light and she
told him to try to get out.




