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breaking up a household and
want to donate their items.

At St. Paul’s Soup Kitchen,
she helps set up for dinner
and gets the desserts ready.
But her specialty is interacting
with the people on a one-on-
one basis. She takes a special
interest in each of them, and
they know this. She speaks
lovingly of her dear friend in
the wheelchair and his men-
tally challenged caregiver. She
loves them and they love her.
Occasionally, someone will
need a particular item, and
even if she doesn’t happen to
have it in her trunk, she will
shop around until she finds it.
Other times they just need her
care and friendship, which she
is so happy to give.

Earnestine always has a
stash of Bibles available to
hand out. At the United
Caring Shelter was a man who
was always alone, sitting in a
corner by himself. Gradually,
as he warmed up 1to
Earnestine, he asked for one of
her Bibles. He informed her
that the first book he was
going to read was the book of
Deuteronomy. Earnestine
encouraged him to be sure

(and read her favorite Bible
verse, which was
Deuteronomy 30:19. From
there a special friendship was
formed. She now brings a dif-
‘ferent book to him every
‘Saturday. She makes sure they
are hardback and ones he will
understand. The last book she
gave him was a “Chicken
Soup” book. Recently,
Earnestine was making her
Saturday rounds and the gen-
tleman walked up to her to
give her a present. It was a
lovely gold locket necklace.
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Earnestine was very touched.

I asked her where she gets
her donations. She answered,
“Everybody. My trunk is
always full. So many places
know about me and they save
items for me. I get a lot of my
things from Mother Theresa's
in Newburgh . I always try and
keep some baby stuff, like dia-
pers and receiving blankets.
Diapers are hard to find, but I
have a few ‘sources’. The
Teachers Credit Union gives
boxes of unused calendars to
me. These are snatched up
quickly when I set them out.
The gals at the Credit Union
always save their magazines
for me. Casino Aztar has pro-
vided playing cards for me to
pass out. ”

She places Bibles, devo-
tionals, magazines, and calen-
dars on card tables for people
to take at will. She chooses
only magazines that she
knows this audience will be
interested in. One lady who
went to the Soup Kitchen
loved the magazine Birds and
Blooms. This magazine is cer-
tainly not common, but
Earnestine has managed to
find two more publications
for this lady and she is still
looking.

People have come up to
her and handed her cash to
spend on her ministry. They
trust her to purchase the most
needed and appropriate
things. When she sees a need,
she tries to fill it. Recently she
made friends with a young girl
with ‘problems’ who had been
invited to tour the White
House. Earnestine started up a
collection to help pay for the
girl's expenses. The girl
received enough to be able to

go, and indeed she did go in
July. This was due in part to
Earnestine’s concern.

Her passion for helping
and volunteering takes up
much of Earnestine’s time, but
she also takes time to mow her
own lawn in the summers! She
also reads, does yard work,
cleans out her garage, and
paints her lawn chairs! Never
still for a minute, she attrib-
utes her energy and stamina to
good health and good genes.
And she is grateful for that,
noting that all seven of her
aunts and uncles lived into
their 90s and her mother died
at the age of 97! Not that she
hasn’t had some setbacks - in
1983, she fell down a flight of
stairs, broke her back, and was
hospitalized for 30 days.

Earnestine grew up in
Evansville and went to Baker
and Central. A widow for 28
years, she was married to Bill
Graves and has two sons and
two grandchildren. She was a
‘Rosie the Riveter’ at Servel in
World War Il and worked at
Chrysler for 12 years while her
husband finished his school-
ing.
Mentally sharp as a tack,
Earnestine says, “I look for-
ward to turning 90 because
there is still so much I want to
do.”

Her recent recognition as
being a “Woman of Influence”
proves that age is not a factor
when our hearts and spirit are
passionately involved. It also
proves that a person is never
too old to make a positive
impact on lives - one person
at a time. And Earnestine
Graves is living proof of this.
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